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I know you were expecting to see an 
article from our President in this 
space, but Iõm taking editorial liberties 
and giving Liz a break.  You will see 
her inspiring words next issue.  

First off,  NO . . . your letter carrier is 
not to blame for you not receiving a 
newsletter since this time last year.  
The blame is mine.  I could tell you itõs 
because my workload has increased at 
my job and we moved to a new build-
ing, etc.  All of which you can under-
stand (because weõre all in the same 
boat).  But, the real reason is . . . I was 
not making it a priority.  We all have 
limited time and resources, but when 
we really want something, we manage 
to find a way, donõt we?  I promise to 
do better. 

Already in 2008 we have seen gas 
prices go from record highs to 4-year 
lows, and still dropping.  Our invest-
ments have been reduced by almost 
half of their original values.  The cost 
of food has skyrocketed, and layoffs 
are becoming commonplace.  What 
will 2009 bring? 

We will be inaugurating the first black 
President of the United States in Janu-
ary.  And òchangeó is what has been 
promised.  I have no doubt that 
change is what weõll experience, but I 

donõt know what that will be, or 
whether that change will be good or 
bad.  Also, I donõt feel I have a lot of 
control over the changes that are hap-
pening, and maybe you feel the same. 

I do know what we do have control 
over . . . And thatõs how we respond to 
whatõs happening around us.  We can 
choose to lose hope and be scared.  Or, 
we can focus on what is good in our 
lives . . . our family, our friends, our 
faith, and the good work we do for 
others. 

We are lucky that we are in a field 
where we have the opportunity to 
help others every day.  Sometimes 
they donõt recognize or appreciate our 
help, but we offer it just the same.  The 
joy I feel when I return a lost pet to an 
owner stays with me for days and 
keeps me sustained through the days 
where Iõm be yelled at and told I just 
take animals and kill them.  Though, we 
probably all find satisfaction in prose-
cuting an animal abuser, that is not 
what drives us.  Itõs knowing that we 
are there to serve our community. 

As we enter into the unknown of 2009,  
let us remember what is important 
and make that our priority.  By doing 
that . . . We can accomplish anything! 

2009 Promises to be a Year of 

Change. . . Good or Bad, Itõs Up to Us 
BY KACA VP, SUE CAMPBELL 
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kept our interest with sto-

ries of his experiences.  

Many were pleasantly sur-

prised by his knowledge of 

the subject.  

One of the highlights of the 

conference was our trip to 

the K -State Rabies Diagnos-

tic Lab. Who said learning 

isnõt fun . . . Especially when 

youõre watching someone 

suck brain tissue out of a 

dogõs severed head!  I also 

enjoyed looking at the Ra-

bies virus under a micro-

scope. (I hope everyone 

washed their hands after 

that!)  

As usual, Animal Olympics 

was a blast!  For once I was 

on a winning team.  That 

always makes it seem more 

fun, doesnõt it. 

A representative from Kan-

sas Dept. of Wildlife and 

Parks gave us an overview 

of State Laws that we need 

to be aware of when working 

with urban wildlife.  He also 
(Continued on page 5) 

We were back in Manhattan  

for the 2008 KACA Training 

Conference.  The turn out 

was good, considering the 

budget problems most agen-

cies are facing these days.  

We are trying to keep costs 

down, while still offering 

quality training.  

This year we took advantage 

of some FEMA training and 

offered a course on 

òPreparing Communities for 

Agroterrorismó. Our trainer 

was quite entertaining and 

2008 KACA Training Conference  
Manhattan, Kansas  

alism a standard in this de-

partment. We are accom-

plishing this through Code 3 

Associates Cruelty Investi-

gations School, National 

Animal Control Associations 

Academies, and Kansas Ani-

mal Control Associations 

trainings. I want people to 

take notice that the day of 

the "dog catcher" is behind 

us and we are Law Enforce-

ment, but on the animals' 

side.  

I am looking forward to 

serving on the Kansas Ani-

mal Control Association 

Board as I feel that I can 

help the organization move 

forward and pave the path 

for current and future 

ACOs. 

Rich was elected at the Annual 

Meeting held during the Train-

ing Conference. The KACA 

Board would like to congratu-

late Rich on his new position 

and look forward to his input 

on upcoming projects.  

I started with Sedgwick 

County in September of 

2005 and worked in correc-

tions till November of 2006 

when the opportunity to 

change paths in law enforce-

ment presented itself. I de-

cided to switch from the two 

legged "animals" to the four 

legged kind. I love animals 

and felt that I would make a 

good advocate for them.  

I am the supervisor of Sedg-

wick County Animal Control 

and currently have five offi-

cers that report to me. The 

goal that my Director and I 

have is to make profession-

WELCOME NEW AT-LARGE MEMBER 

RICHARD HAVENS, SEGWICK COUNTY 



reuniting lost pets with 

their owners.  The Kansas 

Humane Society will handle 

all of the adoptions, which 

includes transferring im-

pounded animals from the 

City shelter and owner -

surrendered animals.  The 

campus will also in-

clude off leash dog 

parks, an agility 

yard and training 

facility.  The pro-

jected completion 

date is late spring of 

09õ.   

The other exciting 

event which hap-

pened in Wichita 

this past Sprint is 

training on 

bloodsports.  It was 

an opportunity for 

us to train our 

ACOõs & PD on what it is 

and what to look for.  It was 

hosted by the City of Wich-

ita and presented by HSUS.   
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Excitement in Wichita  
BY Drew Bessie, KACA 2008 Board Member at Large  

The last few months have 

been thrilling times in Wich-

ita.  I want to share with 

you the two events that are 

causing my excitement.  

As most of you know we 

have been working on the 

plans for a new animal shel-

ter for years, and on Decem-

ber 20 th , 2007 we finally 

broke ground.  This will be a 

joint venture between the 

City of Wichita and the Kan-

sas Humane Society to build 

two new facilities on one 

campus located at Highway 

K-96 & Hillside.  The name 

of the campus will be called 

the Murfin Animal Care 

Campus , after the mother 

of a donor.   

Currently 

both shel-

ters dupli-

cate services 

on separate 

ends of town 

and are in 

desperate 

need of more 

modern fa-

cilities.  

When the 

project is 

complete 

each shelter 

will get back to  

 what they do best.  The City 

of Wichita will handle the 

enforcement side, along with 


